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Composition
7 segments

Segments length
15 minutes

Genre
diverse - ranging from comedy to drama to docudrama

Production start
September 2019

Countries
Argentina, Italy, India, USA, and Japan

TELL IT LIKE A WOMAN

Tell It Like a Woman is a feature film comprised of 7 short stories whose common denominator is 
the representation of female protagonists. Each of these very different women face a particular 
challenge in their life with extreme determination and courage that makes them stronger and more 
self-aware. Some of these inspirational and empowering stories, which take place all over the 
world, are inspired by true events while others are narrative fiction.
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PRODUCTION NOTES

Tell it like a woman is a film made up of 7 short stories, directed by 8 extraordinary female directors, 
starring 7 well-renowned actresses, and shot all over the world. This anthology’s goal is to give a 
message of female empowerment and unity. It is more than a movie; it is a movement. 

This movie, per its nature, has been a very challenging one, nerveless, we were not expecting 
challenges to this degree. But the Producers of the film, Lucas Akoskin, Lady Monika Bacardi, 
Andrea Iervolino, and Chiara Tilesi, never gave up because we all had something in common - 
believing in gender parity through the power of cinema. During the filming of Lagonegro COVID hit, 
and we had to pivot again to face these new challenges. But we were able to make it because we 
believed in the mission of the movie.

Tell It Like A Woman is a film that brings the theme of women to the center of the conversation 
through the art of cinema. It is produced by Iervolino & Lady Bacardi Entertainment in association 
with We Do It Together, 501(C)(3) nonprofit film production company whose mission is to tell stories 
about women, by women, for everyone.
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UNSPOKEN

STORY
Diana, a veterinarian who is the “struggling to balance professional/personal life” type, treats an 
injured dog during her shift at the clinic. During the dog’s examination, Diana also notices unnatural 
bruising on the dog owner, Greta.  Greta’s every moment is scrutinized by her seemingly charming 
husband Karl, who never leaves her side. Something feels off to Diana and she acts on that instinct 
during a moment when Karl is distracted by the veterinary staff. She discovers that Greta has 
been constantly abused by her partner and cut the dog’s paw in order to have a chance to get out 
of the house and escape. Diana is able to help Greta and as a result realizes that the line between 
professional and personal is sometimes blurry, and that’s OK when it means making a difference in 
someone’s life.

GENRE
DRAMA
 
COUNTRY
ITALY

MARIA SOLE
TOGNAZZI
Maria Sole Tognazzi began 
her film activity as an 
assistant and then assistant 
director. At the same time 
she began to shoot as 
director some backstage 
and video clips (Sergio 
Cammariere, Carmen 
Consoli, Neffa, Paola Turci). 
He is assistant director and 
assistant director in several 
film works for about ten years.

MARGHERITA
BUY
Margherita Buy is one of 
Italy’s most prominent and 
award-winning actresses. 
She was born in Rome on 
January 15, 1962. She has 
been a seven-time winner of 
the David di Donatello and 
seven-time winner of the 
Nastro d’Argento, but not 
only that, she has won five 
Golden Globes and as many as 
thirteen Golden Ciaks. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ntPtNrx-5uwBZ9SYGV9LFW52muaHvztw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZM8brzYpV1-XQu96UurJ4KVn0fNJnJpp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ntPtNrx-5uwBZ9SYGV9LFW52muaHvztw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZM8brzYpV1-XQu96UurJ4KVn0fNJnJpp/view?usp=sharing


LAGONEGRO

STORY
Ana, a habitually busy architect, travels back to her childhood home in Lagonegro to identify her 
younger sister’s body. Upon arrival, Ana discovers that her sister Sara not only left the house to her, 
but also her 7-year-old daughter Lena. Not having the time or desire to raise a child, Ana tries to find 
an alternate home for Lena, even attempting to hire Bestabe, Lena’s nanny, to raise her. Bestabe 
refuses so Ana makes up her mind to let the court decide Lena’s fate. After learning of Ana’s 
decision, Lena writes a goodbye note and runs away. Ana goes on a hectic search trying to find Lena 
and during that pivotal time realizes that Lena’s not so different from herself - just a scared girl 
trying to find a place in the world - and decides that her busy lifestyle can wait as she silences her 
phone and gives Lena her undivided attention, which includes making plans to permanently make 
Lena a part of her life.

GENRE
DRAMA
 
COUNTRY
ITALY

EVA
LONGORIA
Having worked consistently in 
Hollywood for over 20 years, 
Eva Longoria has cemented 
herself as an industry staple 
known for her work both 
in front of and behind the 
camera. 

LUCÌA
PUENZO
is an Argentine author, 
screenwriter and film 
director. Her “XXY” film won 
at the Argentine Film Critics 
Association Awards and 2008 
Goya award, while her “The 
German Doctor” won the Best 
Director award at the 2nd 
Unasur Cine International 
Film Festival.

TELL IT LIKE A WOMAN

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xw8oui2WTGUoazIAy2xNxje7Aw8mLQHc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xw8oui2WTGUoazIAy2xNxje7Aw8mLQHc/view?usp=sharing


ELBOWS DEEP

STORY
Medical Director of Homeless Health Care in Los Angeles, Dr. Susan Partovi, 
and Nurse Practitioner Tamika King arrive at an upscale Los Angeles hotel that 
has been transformed into temporary housing for the homeless during the 2020 
COVID pandemic. Their mission is to check up on Kenny, a homeless girl struggling 
with mental illness, who had an infected arm treated the week before. Kenny, on 
the edge of another psychotic break, makes it difficult for Dr. Partovi to treat her 
arm. As Dr. Partovi removes layer upon layer of clothing - “protection from the 
street” as Kenny calls them - to uncover the arm, she is also seemingly removing 
layers of fear. Through this, Dr. Partovi and Nurse Practitioner Tamika form a 
connection and grow in compassion for the vulnerable population of Los Angeles.
Elbows Deep is inspired by a true story told by Dr. Susan Partovi.

MARCIA GAY
HARDEN
Academy Award-winning 
actress Marcia Gay Harden 
has forged an incomparable 
body of work, and like a 
chameleon she transforms 
into each character she 
plays. 

GENRE
DRAMA
 
COUNTRY
USA 

CATHERINE
HARDWICKE
Choosing material that is 
thought-provoking and 
controversial, Catherine 
Hardwicke’s films have 
helped to redefine popular 
culture, showcase notable 
figures from the past, and 
raise light on important 
social issues and women’s 
stories. 

JASMINE
LUV
Social media influencer and 
actress, she has been named 
one of the “top influencers” 
slaying the online comedy 
world according to VH1.

CARA
DELEVINGNE
Cara Delevingne is an actress, 
activist, entrepreneur, 
musician, style icon, and 
overall, one of the most 
recognizable faces in the 
world. Building on her 
monumental success in the 
fashion industry, Delevingne 
has since established herself in 
the world of film and television.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GiuYS-CuRs-94yPa-X5jn5IpX4UouIc9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oaqdNqKoKzVXAqpRQc7zujTGRT1eDlxx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D-JL3G3W5GaRyKYLS6t7SjK1cErSHgIM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GiuYS-CuRs-94yPa-X5jn5IpX4UouIc9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oaqdNqKoKzVXAqpRQc7zujTGRT1eDlxx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D-JL3G3W5GaRyKYLS6t7SjK1cErSHgIM/view?usp=sharing


SHARING A RIDE

STORY
Divya is a successful professional who considers herself progressive until one night she is forced 
to deal with her own prejudices and judgments. She shares a cab with a young trans woman, Anjali, 
in glittering clothes and flees the ride in disgust. The following day she sees the trans woman in 
uniform, a cop’s uniform. Divya is impressed. Intrigued and trying to overcome her prejudices, Divya 
later follows Anjali, again decked in shiny clothes, to “Glitteratti-Transgender Modeling Agency.” 
Later, Divya notices Anjali for a cab. Divya stops her car, offering her a ride. The woman comes 
closer, a look of recognition from a few nights ago. She hesitates in taking the offer, but Divya 
insists and asks the Anjali if she would like to get a chai. She finally agrees and in a moment of trust, 
shares her story of self-discovery. Realizing that they are not so different, the night becomes the 
start of an unlikely friendship.

LEENA
YADAV
Leena Yadav is an independent 
filmmaker based in Mumbai 
and Los Angeles, known for 
international collaborations 
with artists and technicians 
from across the world to widen 
the scope of telling the stories 
that resonate with   varied 
audiences across. 

GENRE
DRAMA
 
COUNTRY
INDIA

ANJALI
LAMA
is the first successful Trans 
Model from India with origins 
from a small village in Nepal. 
After making history by 
walking the runway as a 
transgender model for Lakme 
Fashion Week two years ago, 
Lama conquered a prominent 
campaign with one of fashion’s 
biggest brands: Calvin Klein. 
Anjali has also since been 
featured in a Levi’s India 
campaign for strong women, 
listed on the Forbes list of 
Agents of Change for 2019.

JACQUELINE
FERNANDEZ
is one of the most famous 
Bollywood actresses. Born in 
Sri Lanka, after winning Miss 
Sri Lanka title she moved to 
Mumbai and landed a role 
in the Indian blockbuster 
“Aladin” (2009) acting along 
with well know Indian stars. 
She has 46M followers.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OjN6D-2RNks5oWX0_WSiJgTrkfcTGaDq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OjN6D-2RNks5oWX0_WSiJgTrkfcTGaDq/view?usp=sharing


PEPCY & KIM

STORY
Based on the true story of Top Ten CNN Hero Kim Carter. Kim Carter never stood a chance. Growing 
up she was surrounded by drugs, violence and crime, soon finding herself a participant of that 
world. Kim’s past includes multiple, sexual assaults, drug and alcohol addition, homelessness and 
finally prison.  To help her deal with her trauma, Pepcy is born. She switches between Kim and Pepcy 
depending on which personality dominates her, Kim creates and Pepcy destroys. During her latest 
incarceration, Kim reflects on the life she lived before with her seven-month-old daughter, as well 
as trying to manage her drug addictions, PTSD, and split personality. Kim wins a lottery to finish out 
her sentence in rehab, where she will be able to focus on her mental health and deal with her past 
of assault and trauma. Kim is transported, in a van, out of prison, where inevitably Pepcy returns to 
convince Kim to stab the driver. Fighting her own personal demon, Kim doesn’t stab the driver and 
is escorted into her new mental health facility, leaving Pepcy behind forever, locked in the van. Kim 
completes her time in rehab, becomes certified in accounting, and reunites with her daughter.
She becomes the founder of the Time For Change Foundation.

GENRE
DRAMA
 
COUNTRY
USA

ACTRESS

JENNIFER 
HUDSON
A two-time Grammy Award-
winning recording artist, 
Academy Award-winning 
actress, Emmy Award 
nominated producer, and best-
selling author, Jennifer Hudson 
is an extraordinary talent.  
From humble beginnings, 
Hudson began singing in a 
small Chicago church where, 
week after week, she brought 
the congregation to its feet. 
From there, she’s gone on to 
worldwide acclaim. 

ACTRESS

PAULETTA 
WASHINGTON
is an American actress. She 
is known for her work on 
Philadelphia (1993), Antwone 
Fisher (2002), and Happily Ever 
After: Fairy Tales for Every 
Child (1995). She has been 
married to Denzel Washington 
since June 25, 1983. They have 
four children.

DIRECTOR

TARAJI P. 
HENSON
is an American actress, 
producer, and director. She 
studied acting at Howard 
University and began her 
Hollywood career in guest 
roles on several television 
shows before making her 
breakthrough in Baby Boy. She 
is best known for her Oscar-
nominated role in “The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button,” 
for starring in “Empire,” and 
getting behind the camera for 
the first time as a director of a 
short movie.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YjuukpXP_VCgc61XvRM1S1924BMCjra8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YjuukpXP_VCgc61XvRM1S1924BMCjra8/view?usp=sharing


A WEEK IN MY LIFE

ACTRESS

ANNE
WATANABE
has been active in 
international fashion shows 
such as Paris Collection 
since 2005; been the World 
Campaign model for NARS 
and ANNA SUI, and was 
deemed one of “100 most 
respected Japanese people 
in the world” by Newsweek 
magazine in 2006. She made 
her acting debut in 2007 and 
has award-winning work 
in both film and TV. She is 
currently a narrator for the 
Variety show “World Heritage” 
and a navigator for the 8K 
program “Fresh Encounters 
with Our Cultural Heritage.” 
Anne’s next film to be 
released is called “CUBE”.

DIRECTOR

MIPO
O
is a Japanese Director and 
Screenwriter who began her 
career as a script supervisor. 
Her award-winning shorts 
include “Eye” and “Grandmoth-
er.” Her first feature screen-
play, “The Sakai’s Happiness,” 
won the Sundance/NHK Inter-
national Filmmakers Award. 
Mipo has directed “Here 
Comes the Bride, My Mom!” 
followed by “The Light Shines 
Only There,” which won Best 
Director at the Montreal World 
Film Festival and was Japan’s 
Academy Awards nomination 
for Best International Film. 
Her fourth feature film is 
called “Being Good”.

STORY
Yuki works endlessly to provide for her two children Towa & Aya. In her efforts to keep their lives on 
track, Yuki loses herself in her routine: wake up, cook, clean, send kids to school, work, pick kids up, 
cook, clean, sleep. Her exhausting life becomes her routine, while her children feel neglected and 
long for her attention. When Yuki receives a gift by surprise, she realizes that the true gift is to be 
truly present.
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GENRE
DRAMA
 
COUNTRY
JAPAN 
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ARIA

STORY
In a tiny, dark cell is a small black creature, Aria. Looking up at the ceiling of the cell are bright 
pink shadows projecting a loop of women performing mechanical movements, combing their hair, 
ironing, putting on lipstick, etc and Aria copies them.
Aria has no defined features, only large eyes that expose the sadness.
There is a pink glass behind Aria that suddenly breaks, allowing in a small crack of light.
Aria succeeds to break the tie to her arm and legs and is free from the bind. Aria pushes on the glass 
wall and it opens into a circular zoetrope.
She finds a blue square of male mechanics in a loop, from showing off muscles, riding motorcycles, 
carrying a bride. The creature, Sake, looks at Aria and breaks out of his square. Sake examines Aria, 
they float up into the air towards the top of a lighthouse.
Aria turns the light and the beam from it bounces off the glass walls of all the prison cells, shattering 
them. The creatures start transforming into vivid colored beings, free from their stereotypes and 
levitate toward the moon.

SILVIA
CAROBBIO
In 2017 she graduated from 
the Holden School in Turin 
where she coauthored the 
documentary “Arca Hotel”, 
with Gabriele Licchelli and 
Santiago Raphael Priego. The 
film premiered at Festival 
dei Popoli under the Italian 
Documentaries category 
the same year. In 2019, 
Silvia worked as a Script 
Consultant on the treatment 
of “Amor” by Virginia Eleuteri 
Serpieri, winner of the 
Solinas Documentary Award 
for Cinema. She regularly 
collaborates with the Roman 
company Kino Produzioni. 

LUCIA
BULGHERONI
is an Italian Animation 
Director. She studied cinema 
at the European Institute 
of Design in Milan. After 
working in advertising, Lucia 
completed an MA in Animation 
Direction at the National 
Film & Television School in 
London. Her main interest are 
philosophy, psychology, and 
the subconscious that adapts 
perfectly to the animation. 
Her short film “Inanimate” 
won awards at the Cannes 
Film Festival, BAFTA, and 
others. Her latest short film is 
“Cromosoma X” (2021).GENRE

ANIMATION
 
COUNTRY
ITALY 
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APPLAUSE

The song of the movie is “Applause,” written by the 12 Academy Award nominee & 
2020 Golden Globe winner for Best Original Song, Diane Warren. 
The voice of the song is Sofia Carson.

SOFIA
CARSON
Sofia Carson is a force of 
nature, rising to the top of 
all she endeavors with grace 
and style in the world of 
entertainment. She has forged 
a singular path in music, film, 
television, and philanthropy. 

DIANE
WARREN
One of modern music’s most 
celebrated songwriters, Diane 
Warren has penned nine #1 & 
thirty-two top 10 hits on the 
Billboard Hot 100, is a member 
of the Songwriters Hall of Fame 
and is tied for having written 
the most #1 songs as a sole 
writer in Billboard history. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/15pZqGmwiTAs_ShGYQ858XHRCR2m5GHDj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E6_xOccwSZmomc0OzBRhh6uvayYCgoEI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15pZqGmwiTAs_ShGYQ858XHRCR2m5GHDj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E6_xOccwSZmomc0OzBRhh6uvayYCgoEI/view?usp=sharing
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PRODUCTION TEAM

5 Languages  |  7 Segments  |  Running Time: 107 minutes

iervolino & lady bacardi entertainment in collaboration with We Do It Together present

TELL IT LIKE A WOMAN
A Film BY WOMEN - ABOUT WOMEN - FOR EVERYONE
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DISTRIBUTION

Territory: North America 
Distributor: Goldwyn

Territory:  Worldwide Airline/Ship/Hotel
Distributor:  Gate 23 Entertainment

Territory:  Portugal 
Distributor:  Lusomundo

Territory:  Latin America
Distributor:  A2 Films

Territory:  French Speaking Europe
Distributor:  Program Store

 
Territory:  German Speaking Europe
Distributor:  Tiberius

Territory:  United Kingdom
Distributor:  TMP The Movie Partnership

Territory: Australia/New Zealand
Distributor: Signature

 
Territory: Singapore
Distributor: Shaw Bros.
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ABOUT US 

WE DO IT TOGETHER

is a non-profit 501 (C) (3) organization created to finance and produce films, 
documentaries, TV and other forms of media uniquely dedicated to the 

empowerment of women. 

WE BELIEVE THAT TALENT IS GENDERLESS



ABOUT US 

We Do It Together is a 501(C) (3) nonprofit film production 
company with the purpose of creating gender parity in society 
through the production of media content and films created 
“about women, by women, created for everyone.” We Do It 
Together was founded in 2015 by filmmaker and producer 
Chiara Tilesi and launched at the United Nations in 2016. 
The philosophy behind WDIT is to work together with men 
and women in the industry and change the way women are 
represented in media and films. Women are still very much 
objectified. One recent campaign includes ‘Be The Subject Not 
The Object’ with Beatrice Fihn, Nobel Prize winner for peace 
with ICAN campaign. Another WDIT campaign is One Of Us’, 
a successful series that portrayed Italian women that chose 
to build their careers in the USA (Actress Isabella Rossellini, 
1st female Ambassador Mariangela Zappia, Chef Giada De 

Laurentiis, Scientist Cristina Cassetti, and others), which 
brought awareness to the mission of We Do It Together. 

Our Mission: Empowerment of women through movies and 
media by hiring more women behind and in front of the camera, 
as well as changing the stereotypes and narratives from being 
an object to a subject. 

Our Supporters: Our company has already enlisted the 
collaboration and support of a prestigious and international 
Board of Directors and Advisory Board (80 members altogether). 
Collectively, men and women, all high-level professionals, have 
decided to come together with the purpose of changing the way 
women are represented in media, shifting the narrative from 
being an OBJECT to being the SUBJECT. 

Some of our Honorary Advisory Board members include 
Margherita Buy, Sofia Carson, Jessica Chastain, Penelope Cruz, 
Amma Asante, Cara Delevigne, Jodie Foster, Anne Watanabe, 
Juliette Binoche, Eva Longoria, Jacqueline Fernandez, Marcia 
Gay Harden, Margherita Buy, Maria Sole Tognazzi, Geena 
Davis, Susan Sarandon, Robin Wright, Freida Pinto, Catherine 
Hardwicke, Diane Warren, Henry Louis Gates, Hany Abu-Assad, 
Eva Longoria, Leonor Varela, Lucía Puenzo, Leena Yadav, 
Marielle Heller, Haifaa Al Mansour, H.R.H. Princess Reema bint 
Bandar Al-Saud, Katia Lund, Cheryl Boon Isaacs, Albert Berger, 
and Lucas Akoskin, amongst others.

Visit us at: www.wedoittogether.org

http://www.wedoittogether.org


OUR TEAM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chiara
TILESI

FOUNDER

Debora
GUETTA

Sandra
LUCCHESI

Carol
POLAKOFF

Keri
SELIG



OUR TEAM HONORARY ADVISORY BOARD

LEÏLA
BEKHTI

HENRY LOUIS
GATES

FREIDA
PINTO

ROBIN
WRIGHT

FRANCISCA
ALEGRIA

PENELOPE
CRUZ

MARTHA
HIGAREDA

MALGORZATA
SZUMOWSKA

HANY
ABU-ASSAD

GEENA
DAVIS

PHIL
LORD

SUSAN
SARANDON

HAIFAA
AL MANSOUR

CARA 
DELEVINGNE

EVA
LONGORIA

MARIA SOLE 
TOGNAZZI

H.R.H PRINCESS 
REEMA BINT 

BANDAR AL-SAUD

JACQUELINE 
FERNANDEZ

KATIA
LUND

LEONOR
VARELA

AMMA
ASANTE

JODIE
FOSTER

GUILLERMO 
MARIOTTO

DIANE
WARREN

JULIETTE
BINOCHE

MARCIA GAY 
HARDEN

LUCIA
PUENZO

LEENA
YADAV

MIPO
O

MARGHERITA
BUY

MONICA 
GUERRITORE

ALYSIA
REINER

ZIYI
ZHANG

Anne
Watanabe

SOFIA
CARSON

CATHERINE 
HARDWICKE

PATRICIA
RIGGEN

JESSICA
CHASTAIN

MARIELLE
HELLER

KELLY
RUTHERFORD

©
Ju

nk
o 

Ta
m

ak
i(t

.c
ub

e)


	Pulsante 2: 
	Pulsante 3: 
	Pulsante 9: 
	Pulsante 5: 
	Pulsante 6: 
	Pulsante 7: 
	Pulsante 10: 
	Pulsante 11: 
	Pulsante 12: 
	Pulsante 13: 


